The Bloody Assize
morning. Some magistrates were forced to attend in their
gowns. Men kissed his hand and the populace shouted,
" God bless the King ! " After this he was prayed for as
King and held royal state and officially " touched for the
Evil," which, it is said, he did with as much success as any
other monarch that preceded him.
At Taunton the number of his army reached from 4000
to 7000. Colonel Basset, one of Cromwell's veterans,
arrived with a regiment he had raised ; Colonel Perrot, the
Taunton silk dyer, who had been lieutenant to General
Harrison, and a comrade of Captain Blood in his attempt
on the Crown jewels, followed him; Colonel Dore of
Lymington, with 100 men, arrived out of Hampshire;
but no territorial magnate, no member of one of the
old county families, declared for the cause. A Russell,
with 100 yeoman tenantry, would have been worth 1000
of the mob that collected in Taunton and cheered King
Monmouth. The regular troops with Churchill nicknamed
Monmouth's army " Gaffer Scott and his vagabonds," but
had they been better armed and capably led, they might
have given a good account of themselves.
It appears that some of Churchill's men had moved out
of Chard towards Taunton and met a party of Monmouth's
outposts, eighteen in number, in the forest of Ashill. A
fight took place in which four were killed, and Lieutenant
Moneux of Lord Oxford's regiment lost his life, after which
his men retired to,Chard. It was but a small affair, but it
is said that it determined the new King to move on towards
Bristol, and sending his chaplain, Hooke, to London to
rouse his friends there, he now marched his army twelve
miles further north and camped at Bricjgwater.
Here he was enthusiastically received, and was met in
state by the Mayor, Mr Popham, and the members of the
Corporation, who carried him to the High Cross and pro-
claimed him King. He was lodged at the Castle, and his
army encamped in the Castle field to the east of the town.
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